THE

BIDDING

BO

mﬁmmm

See the West aond Exst hands that appear on pages 45 and 55 respectinel
and try bididimg them srith a regular parmmer. Compare hosr you performed
writh the crpert pairs srhose auctions you can read about i chis month's
colemen. The North-South players are silent unless atherrise moted. The
conepelitors were sal dfbrmed of any nterference by the opponcnds before the
bidding comemenced. The formoff sooning is motchpoints wich a 12 top.

The Bridge Builetin auctions are meant to portray possible bidding
sequences toone of the top-scoring contracts using common methods.

‘We hawe four talented players this
month, representing different areas of
the coantry, competing with an excep-
tiomally difficult set of hands to bid.

The first pair is Alex Hudson of
Morrisville NC and Peter Boyd -Bow-
man of Gresnshoro MG {not to be
Peter Boyd, known for his long- term
partnership with Steve Robinson).
Hud=son and Boywd- Bumnn:-]luq
ers who can often be seen al varions
is &/1 forcing o game, but they have
some uncommon and advanced
agreements, as will be seen.

The competition is stiff, as their
coamierparts are Tracey Baper of San
Rafael CA and Richard Reitman of
Los Gatns CA Baner has contribubed
o bridge in mamy ways, arranging
evwents ko raise money for various
causes. She is currently working ona
project io create a type of online com-
munity that connects more bridge
players together. Beitman is anation-
al champion, winning the Tnescott
USPC Senior Swiss Teams title in
2015 Their hidding system is o more
simeple and Familiar wersion of 21
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Probilem 1
HMaorth deals. Hone vulnerahle.
West East
- &4 K 1D
THQJ32 YAIDE
*KB4 +AQIDEE
&AQJIEE &nd
Hudson Boyd-Bowman
2
2% e
2 ZNT
F v
S A%
ANT it
HNT o
Pass

2 showed a strong: bamd, but one
af the options fior this pair isan 18- or
18-point balaneed hand (with this in-
credible 17-paint hand being a prime
mandidate for an upgrade). 26 was
hamnd types, and 26 was also waiting,
2NT fimally showed a balanced 1818,
Far simplicity, the first two rounds
just pretend opener began with ZNT.
2% was a transfer to hearts, which
was accepbed. 2 has, again, multi-
ple meanings for this pair; its most
oommon purpose is to see if there isa
heart fit. 4% confirmed a fit for hearts

ared a control indiamonds. Bespomnd-
er bid ANT, which shows a spade
common meanings of 4# and 4NT in
order bo save space when asking for
aces. Without any control in clubs,
opener settled for 5%, and knowing
the &K was missing, responder, in
turn, settled for GW.

Bauer Foitman
1%
w iF3
2 aw
14 Ll
4NT e
HSNT ow
Pass
The 1# and ¥ opening were both

stamdard. ldwas a creative choice
with a strong three-card holdimg.
Opener didn't want 1o rebid mo-
trump becanse be was worried about
wrang-siding a notrump contract with
his lowr cheh doubleton. 24 was artifi-
cial and forcing. Mow opener hid 3% to
show his secondary support and extra
strength. 44 showed a control in sap-
card Blackwood. Although not often
recommended with o void, Buser was
willling to presume her partmer held
the & om the bidding. 54 showed O or
2 key mands for hemrt=, aned SNT =d
all the key cards were beld. Opener
hesd o kiing o showr bediow 6%, so that
is what he hid This pair suffered the
same isse as the other pair, namely,
being ahle to identify that there were
enough tricks outside of dubs.

Bridge Bulletin auction: 14 1%,
INT- 28 914 ANT[RECE] - 5a[2
key cards « W0 | SNT-64 THT-Pass
24k iz checking back for a heart fit,
and &# shows the #5_ 7% might be
slightly safer, but if the diamonds and
heesarts mun {and also maybe if not),
then the tricks for THT are there.

Soores: THT 12; 79 10; 7 & GNT T;
Gwd; ol
Hudson - Boyd - BEowman 4,
Bamer - Beftmam 4
Prolem 2
East deals. N-5 vulnerable.
Wt Easi
&B &K JBZ
YEIDEI2 wAl
#JT3 & 10
& 81074 AEQBEEZ
Hudsom Bogd - Boseman
14
L 1
24 -
3% w
aw Pasx

The start of 1& 1% Léwould
be unanimous for those playing a.
nataral bidding system. Responder
went back to 2d on the seecond round.
Haolding a bit of extra valoes as well
as extra chab length, opener mised
himesclf 24 Liking his hand, respomnd-
er tried 24 as o mark-time bid to get
more information from opener. When
opener showed heart tolerance (W),
responder carried on ko 4%, offering
a 52 fit. The offerwasaccepted
when responder passesd. Althouagh at
a plance 4% might appear to be area-
sonable contract, the likely defense
of baro rounds of diamonds will see
the defense end up with one spade
trick, one or bwo heart tricks, and two
diamond tricks.
Bauer Heitman
14
1w 1
INT 2
Pazz

After the same start, responder
here chose to rebid INT. Opener
rehid chubs, and very conservatively,
responder chose to pass. A mise to
24 at that paint seems fairly safe, and
might lead to a good game contract.

Bulletin anction: ld- 19
I 2 28 Hk; Pass The singleton
weakness both point o 3NT not be-
ing the best game.

Scores:Hé 11; 44T, 294
Hudson - Boyd - Bowman 4,

Bauer - Beitman 11
Probdem 3
Spouth deals. E-W valnerashle
South opens bk
West East

L L & s
¥EQBEY wABZ
*AQJIE *KBE4
& AQE &BEL

Hudson North Boyd-Bowman Sowth

(1)
Dbl (Pasm=sy 2% {Pa=s)
3% All Pass

West had a clear takeout dowhle of
the | opening bid. The only four-card
it medhn;;hm
hehid 24 The doubler raised to 2% to
show some extra strength. Althongh
East's hand is actimally good in the
ponbext nl"l:lrmcl.im.lim that 2#
didn't promise anything at all, there
didn't seem bo be a likely game with
this flat kand. With that in mind, East

judged well to pass.

Bauer North Reitmaon Sowth
(ks

Dbl (Pasx) 2¢ (Pass)

Z4  (Pa) 36 (Pasg)

A All Pass

West doubled and Eaet bid 24, 2= at
the other tahle. Here, West decided
o cuebid the opponent’s suit to show
the extra vahses. East appreciated his
ace and king on an anction whens e
might easily be far weaker. He tried
o express that with a return cuehid
af 2 West had nothing to do at this
point but bid 44, which East correctly
decided o pass.

Bridge Bulletin auction: A= Hudson
ard Boyd - Bowman.

Seores: 29 11; 29 0 2% T- 4% 5 493,
L |

Hudson-Boyd-Bowman 11,

Baper- Reitman 1E

Problem 4
West deals. Eoth valnershle
West Euast
e AEKTAE &bk
wiz 1088
*3 *#ATE
& AQIDEE 4KOT42
Hudsen Boyd-Bowman
L INT
S Pass
West opensed 1, and East rebid

methods. That means opener only
passes with a minimal, balameed
hand.

24 by West has a different meaming
tham stamdard for this pair. It shows
1416 HCP with 55 shape, which
fits Weest's hand to a T. East decided
o pass, which certainly conld have
been right, iflbu'l.-'-erl.-l.:pndl: baser,
for example. Here, ithe fit was nice
enough that 5k was a good contract.

Bauer Fetrman
i INT
2d 34
INT Pass

West opened 14, after which 1NT
ws completely forcing in this pair's
agreements. West rebid 24, and East
did pretiy well o raise to 246 West
b a slight misjudgment af that
paoint in bidding INT. Whils ZNT is
wery often the correct matchpoint
contract, there are some hands that
will play better in o minor-suit Gt

Bridge Bulletin auction: & 1NT:
34_38; 54 Pass. Similar to Problem

2, West has too many holes im the (33
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outside suits for 2T to likely be the
right contract.

Beores: T4 11487, 385 444
Hudson- Bowd - Bowman 1B,
Bamer - Beitman 16

Probilem 5
North deals. N-5 valnerahle.
West East
&QEd &AKJIZ
YEQBETHE2 wAGAZ
*KB4 ¥ —
& &AKBES
Hudsem Boyd-Bowmar
1&
v A
Ll 5NT
™ Paz=
East opened 1, and West respond-
ed 1% 4% was asplinter bid, o common
comvention showing a strong hamd
witth o heart fit and diamond short-

ness. Despite awasted #K, West hada
tom of playing strength with the long
heart suit 5 showed o control. East
bid 5NT, the old-fashioned grand-
slam force. It mstracts o bid
agrand slam with two of the top thres
honors in trumps. West obliged, amd

After the Me— W beginning, East
rehid 2# This is another version of
a splinter hid that some pairs play.
West rebid bearts, and 2 showed
a comntrol in that sait. S was evchs-
sion key card Blackwood, asking for
key cards cutside of chabe, implying
avoid. Sk showed two key cards
outside of clubs and no trump queeen.
In this sequence, West never learned
ahout the diamond waoid. That gave

A4l Bridge Bulletin | Mach 204

West Ettle option but to sign off in G

Bridge Bulletin anction: & 1%,
A4k 5 B9 TV Pass. There

ane two key points to this auction.
First, %# strongly implies a control
inspades {and it's likely from the 44
splinter anyway). Becanse West by-
passed spades, East should not make
further slam tries if spades are a.con-
cern. Second, 5% must contain good
tramps. This is the informeation that
allows opener to bid agrand slam.
Bcores: T 11; 6% T ENTWj 4

Hudson - Boyd - Bowmam 28,
Baper- Reitman 23

Problem &
East deals. E- W vulnerable.
W=t East
aiDEZ &.J98
TAKQEG wh
#*J #AKBLZ
&AQEA &.J04 3
Hudsom Boyd - Bowman
Pas=s
v INT
i 2%
v 2NT
ik E L
Erle Pass
East passed, and West had a normaidl

¥ opening bid East responded 1NT,
and West nebid 24 This is a comven-
tion common in Europe called Gaooxil-
li. The 24 rebid is either anormal 24
rehid, or a variety of strong hands 2#
was artificial showing 8 or more HCP,
and forcing o game i opener had one
opener had o normal minimem band
with bearts and chabes. 2NT by East
was invitational with a cheb fit. an
aggressive chodoe given that Fast had
already showed some walues. West had
acomplets macirmem for the aue-
tion this far. 2 bid was intended as
natwral-ish, but East seemed o think
it showed some kind of spade control

44 alzo showed a control, and opener

could only sign off in 24-over that.
Bauer Foirman
Pass
b INT
2 el
I £l
b Paiz=

¢ [ABC

AceL BiDDING COMNTEST

an your phans or fobbe]

ABC s = frm=. cngring wesddy bidding
conbest cromnined by the ACEL using
the epp D2 Enkar the conbest with
wour partrsr ard sutomaticslly
receive 5 hands on your phoneeblet
memny week Compens your resubix
with Frundreds of other peirs. Monghly
promotion.relagelicn ersures an
myciting challsngs for svenyons
Eldding Eaox hands will be includedin
ABC beo wsakx bafiors the Bridge
Eulletin is pubfished. For more desails
and regicimation wers d72onmeho

=

i|':|-'--. .

The Etdding Box Archive,

A Elders' Poradize
A0EL owrs a weslth of bidding
conbests. Dorerload the spp bd72
Landnoad /A0S Start an old Badding
Box contest with your partrers fora
small fes) Recsive 8 report afier-
wards iameil and in-sppi with your
bidding compared with the sxparts
and the full originel artide for erelysis

East paszed, West opened 1%, and
East rebid 1NT. For this pair, the 2
rebid was anatural bid. East is closs
between passing and raising, but here
derided to raise With 16 HCP, West
couldn't really pass. The 3% call was
undisrussed, but intended in this
instance to show a diamond control.
4# booked like a logical cholios with
responder’s hand at this point, pro-
pelling this pair to S as well.

Bridge Bnlletin anction: Pass - 1%;
INT-2d; 3ide— ik SNT - Pass. [1's hand
o awnid game comvincingly on these
cards. Here, opener can imiply short
dizmands, leaving responder no real
choice but to bid ANT. The lack of 2
spade stopper i=n't a hsge problem
because of ten the opponents can anly
take four. The bigger issue s that a
club koser is liosly 2= well

Seores: INT 11; ZNT 10; 245, 2% 4;
ZNT 2442
Hudson- Bowyd- Bowman 28,
Baner - Bertmam 223

Froblem T

South deals. Both vulnerable.
West East
- aAKJIIESA
FEJBG4 i
*Ad *QJOE
&EQJIEA2 &

Bogd - Boapman
1

d
e
(=

feeesy

The ld opening ix a typical chaice,
even holding five hearts. Thisal-
lows for opener to-eventual by show
the complete 56 distribution. East
responded L, and West rebid 29
This reverse shows extra strength,
normally more than the 14 this hand
has, st there i ohriows distribational
compensation. 246 by East was intend -

ol ko sef spades as trumips; that is why
West raised with the void. Because the
trump suit was already determined in
the beast encouraging action possible.
Ewen so, East had a promising-looking
hand, =0 he bid 5 On astrong ane-
t5on fike this, rmising a major suit i
the five level invites slam but denies o
omiral in the unkbid suit, dinmonds in
this case. West obediently showed the
#\, and then they finally managed to
puton the brakes in skan.

Bauer Reitman
1 1

oy T

iw 1
Pass

ﬂﬂ'ﬂ!-“imp—rﬂlﬁdhﬂlﬂ_“'ﬂ
showed five hearts and, by inference,
six chubes, East ixtesd that the
hands didn’t fit well, thos he signed
aff in 44,

and Beitman. With opener being -6,
the possibility of two or three losers
in spades and diamonds is very neal,
despite East's exciting hand

Bcores: & 11; S G INT 5 G,
o 2
Hudzon - Boyd - Bowman 28,
Bauer - Keitmam 34

Probdem 8
Wesi deals. Mone vulnerable.
et East
&h3 & A0 10
wEG WAKQJE
#AKS2 *#63
A&KQJOE &TE2
Hudsom Boyd-Bowman
Bawer Heitman
& 1w
i i
2ZNT F
3NT Pass

After 14 1W, the West players rebid
2dk. Dpener would prefer a six-eard
suit, but this strong Bwe-card swit can
dio in & pinch if a player is sheck. Eoth
responders now rebid Zé. Thisisa
forcing bid implying spade strength,
but it need not be a fowr-card ssit
beranse ppener already denied four
or more spades. Both Wests rebid
ZNT beranse the diamonds were
showed some club support. Becanss
West had only five, they both decided
to rebid INT rather than encourage
further. East had some extra values,
but in the face of partner’s discour-
agement, they both decided bo leawe
matters in ZNT.

Bridge Bulletin anction: 14 1%;
2Rl i 49 _ANT; 5l GNT;
Pass

Opening the West hamd 1 and re-
bidding 2 iz another viahle strategy.
When East learns a key card is miss-
ing, it seems notramp will be at least
as good of a straim as clubs.

Beores: GNT(E) 12 G&{E) 11;

GNT(E) 8 SNT{W), GNT{W) &

B B B W) 2

Final seore: Hudson - Boyd - Bowman
35, Baper- Reitman 40 s

, Score commection .
. Ini thie February “Bidding Box™ |
. cohmmm, the scores for Problem 8
were incorrect. The scores should
have been as follows:

GNT L2 G0 SNT 6; B¢ 2, Te 1
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